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Mitchat
I M P O R TA N T D AT E S
MAY 28 OPEN DAY 10—1PM
JUNE 1 MPS SIMULTANEOUS STORYTIME
JUNE 3 GRADE 5/6 SPORT
JUNE 6 5/6 CAMP DEPARTS
JUNE 10 5/6 CAMP RETURNS
JUNE 13 PUBLIC HOLIDAY
JUNE 14 PUPIL FREE DAY
JUNE 17 GRADE 5/6 SPORT
JUNE 24 LAST DAY TERM 2
JULY 11 FIRST DAY TERM 3

THROUGH THE AGES DRESS UP

JULY 13 3/4 CAMP DEPARTS
JULY 15 3/4 CAMP RETURNS
JULY 21 PREP TOY MAKING

IN THIS ISSUE

JULY 25 PUPIL FREE DAY
SEPT 16 LAST DAY TERM 3



FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK



BIRTHDAY PHOTOS (THEY’RE BACK!)

DEC 19 LAST DAY TERM 4



SPECIAL FRIENDS MORNING

DEC 20 PUPIL FREE DAY



ROBOTICS



OSHCLUB REPORT

OCT 3 FIRST DAY TERM 4
OCT 31 PUPIL FREE DAY
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F R O M T H E P R I N C I PA L ’ S D E S K
SPECIAL FRIENDS MORNING

NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK

We started our Education Week celebrations
wonderfully, opening our doors to the children’s
grandparents and special people. This was a great
chance for them to discuss ‘when I was at school…’ and
have the proud children explain what school is like at
Mitcham Primary School in 2022. Thank you to all our
Grandparents and Special Friends for visiting!

Today is the beginning of National Reconciliation
Week. This is an annual celebration of respectful
relationships shared by Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people and other Australians. It is a time for all
Australians to learn about our shared histories,
cultures and achievements, and to explore how each of
us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in
Australia. All our students will be participating in
activities that celebrate our wonderful Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander history and culture in their
classrooms next week.
Thursday 26th of May, was National Sorry Day. This
day gives people the chance to come together and
share the steps towards healing for the Stolen
Generations, their families and communities. The first
National Sorry Day was held on May 26, 1998, which
was one year after the tabling of a report about the
removal of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
children from their families. The report, known as
Bringing Them Home, acknowledged that Indigenous
children were forcibly separated from their families
and communities since the early days of European
occupation in Australia. This year our school captains
had the privilege of attending the official Flag Raising
Ceremony at the Whitehorse Civic Centre for National
Sorry Day.

THE WORLD OF ROBOTICS
This week and last week, your children have been
given a brilliant opportunity to be part of a fantastic
enrichment activity happening at Mitcham Primary
School. Kevin and Pauline Taylor from ‘The World of
Robotics’ have been holding sessions for all our
students from Prep to Grade Six. These sessions are
between two and two-and-a-half hours and have been
designed to immerse children in the world of robotics
and extend the base knowledge that they have already
acquired in this area of Science and Technology.
Children have designed and created a robot science
assistant that can do dangerous tasks and keep human
scientists safe!
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F R O M T H E P R I N C I PA L ’ S D E S K : C O N T I N U E D
SCHOOL ENROLMENTS FOR 2023 AND OPEN DAY
Our school is receiving many applications for both our
Montessori and Mainstream programs, so if you have
children already at Mitcham Primary School and a little
one about to start Prep next year, please contact the
office and enrol now. If you know of a friend whose
child is at kindergarten, and is expecting them to start
here in 2023, please let them know that enrolments
are being taken now and if they would like a tour of
the school to please contact the office.
Open Day is tomorrow from 10am until 1pm and we
would welcome all our families and friends of Mitcham
Primary to visit the school, explore classrooms,
celebrate and chat with our staff about all the
wonderful opportunities and programs we offer.
Wishing all families, a lovely weekend!

Erin
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SPECIAL FRIENDS MORNING
Our beloved ‘Special Friends morning’ is
back and we were very excited to open
our classroom doors to our nearest and
dearest. Our special visitors were put to
work and were raced off their feet as they
were proudly shown around the
classroom.
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C YC L E 2 S N E A K P E E K
Cycle 2 - Special Person's Day
It was lovely to welcome our special people into the
classroom.
Thank you to our visitors, we hope you had a wonderful
time.
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F-6 ROBOTICS
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M I N E C R A F T E D U C AT I O N
On Thursday the 19th of May, 5/6D were lucky enough
to trial how Minecraft: Education Edition works in the
classroom!
At first, we did some ‘How to play’ tutorials, focusing
on basic movement and placing and breaking blocks.
Once the students were feeling confident, we tried
one of the lessons from the subject learning kits
(available from Minecraft: Education Edition). We
explored a lesson from Digital Citizenship, where the
students interacted with NPCs (non-playing
characters) to make good decisions about their
personal information online.
We all had an absolute blast exploring all that Minecraft: Education Edition has to offer and we are so
excited for our next lesson soon!
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HELPING HANDS
We were busy making some artwork to be framed
and donated to the Australian Childhood Foundation
in Whitehorse. Students from Prep to Six worked together for this good cause, making new connections
and friendships along the way!
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SCHOOL COUNCIL HAPPENINGS
It is the end of week 5, Term 2 and Winter is starting
next week. Time flies! I hope everyone is doing well.
It was so good to see so many parents, grandparents,
and other special friends on Monday to celebrate!

Continuing the introductions of the school council members
and this week, it is my pleasure to introduce one of our long
-standing members of the MPS school council.

There were no council meetings since my last update
and our next meeting will be held on the 21st of June
2022 at 7:30 PM.
Some of our new members attended a School
Councillor Training session this week. These sessions
are run through the Department of Education and the
purpose of the training session is to train the
councillors on their roles and responsibilities. The
session was on the Governance module and covered:
• Roles and responsibilities
• Legislative requirements
• Help to develop skills and knowledge to support work
in strategic planning, finance, policy development and
review
• Encourage discussion to understand common issues
for school councils
• Assist school councillors to support the principal in
achieving the best possible outcomes for students
Thank you to the school council members who
attended the session. I have undertaken the training
session in the past and it has assisted me a lot in
understanding what my role is as a school council
member.

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that it was national volunteer week last
week (16-22 May)? I am so proud to be part of the
Mitcham Primary School community as I know so many
parents out there who volunteer to a lot of our school
activities. Volunteering in any capacity is so
worthwhile. Thank you to all parents who support and
assist our school community.
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Meet Ford Zheng - Leading OSH Club representation
Ford is the proud father of Henry Zheng in Grade 5/6A.
Ford has been a member of the school council for over 4
years.
Ford was born in China, moved to New Zealand in 2001,
then moved to Melbourne and has been living in Melbourne
for the past 10 years.
He works in the import and export industry and has been
working in the area for over 30 years. He now co-owns
Auckland Stone Supplies in New Zealand, and Prolific Stone
International in Australia, specialising in importing stone
products to the landscape, street scape and the wider
building industries.
As you can see, Ford is of culturally and linguistically diverse
(CALD) background and he brings his strong understanding
around CALD community and the different needs to our
school council. We are very lucky to have someone like Ford
in the council as our school community is very diverse.
He brings to the school council the good knowledge and
understanding of financial and management from his 30
years of business management experience. Furthermore, he
brings extensive knowledge from the building industry to
provide guidance and direction to the school council on
projects relating to improving school grounds.
Thank you, Ford, for all your contributions.
FUNDRAISING UPDATE
A reminder that we have a wish list of fun fundraising
activities planned for the year and we would love to have
more willing volunteers to help out and run the activities:
 Father’s Day stall
 the school disco
 major fundraising event (most likely a movie night).
Please reach out to our fundraising leader Aysha Rowe via
email: aysha.rowe@gmail.com or on her mobile: 043 9197
999.
Volunteering is rewarding, do what you can.
Every little bit helps!
Wishing all the families a lovely weekend!
Nasra Higgins
President MPS School Council

MORE MPS NEWS

CANTEEN: LUNCH ORDER SERVICE

PURCHASING NEW UNIFORM ITEMS
If you a seeking to purchase brand new items of school
uniform, please visit our uniform supplier, RHSports. Click
the link below to view all available Mitcham Primary
School Uniform items:

Lunch Orders are available for Mitcham Primary School students each Monday, Wednesday and Friday through our
external provider, Classroom Cuisine.
The lunch order menu can be found in the later pages of
this newsletter.
To place an order (and view the menu) simply click the link
below (a link is also available under the ‘Current Families
tab on our school website) or visit:
www.classroomcuisine.com.au

PURCHASE NEW UNIFORM HERE

PLACE AN ORDER HERE
STORY BOX LIBRARY
Don’t forget, as a member of the Mitcham Primary School Community, you get free access to Story Box Library! With Story Box Library, your child can watch and listen to their favourite stories, read aloud by fabulous
storytellers, sportspeople, musicians, comedians, and actors, from the comfort of your home. Story Box Library provides us with continually expanding content to inspire
Prep to Year 6 students, alongside related ‘Classroom Ideas’ for each story linked to the current Australian Curriculum.
Our login details are:
Username: Mitcham Primary School
Password: MPS
Don’t forget, the Story Box Library App is now available on Apple and Android devices!

LOGIN TO STORY BOX LIBRARY NOW
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FROM THE COMMUNITY
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FOSTER CARERS NEEDED
If you have thought about foster care, please get in touch and ask the questions you have always wanted to.
CALL: Key Assets 1800 932 237 or 1800 WE CARE | EMAIL: info@keyassets.org.au | WEB: canifoster.org.au or
keyassets.org.au
Interested families would receive a brochure, information and no pressure!

