
 

 

OCT 31  PUPIL FREE DAY

NOV 1 PUBLIC HOLIDAY

NOV 2 2023 PREP TRANSITION

NOV 2-11  3-6 SWIMMING

NOV 8 THE FATHERING PROJECT - PICNIC AND PLAYOFFS

NOV 14-25  F-2 SWIMMING

NOV 18 2023 PREP TRANSITION

NOV 22 THEIRCARE PARENT INFORMATION SESSION

NOV 23 2023 PREP/MONTESSORI PARENT SESSION

NOV 24 5/6 SURFING

NOV 30 COMMUNITY EVENING

DEC 1 2023 PREP TRANSITION

DEC 13 2023 PREP ORIENTATION

DEC 13  2023 YEAR 7 ORIENTATION

DEC 14 GRADE 6 GRADUATION

DEC 16 GRADE 6 BIG DAY OUT

DEC 19  LAST DAY TERM 4

DEC 20  PUPIL FREE DAY
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PRINCIPAL'S REPORT

STUDENT VOICE AND AGENCY AT MPS

When students are agents in their learning, they are
more likely to have 'learned how to learn' – an invaluable
skill that they can use throughout their lives.

Following our recent School Review, one of the key
improvement strategies we set ourselves as educators
at Mitcham Primary School, was to increase student
voice and agency at a school and classroom level, to
empower students as agents of their own learning. In
recent weeks I have been approached by multiple
students expressing interest in designing and
implementing additional learning opportunities for
fellow students. Students have initiated, promoted and
recruited for student led clubs in areas they feel are of
particular interest to themselves and their peers. We
now have the following student led clubs: Geography
Club, Crafty Bees Club and Disney Club. The student
organisers of these clubs have delivered highly
organised and engaging activities. Geography Club
recently ran a Sporcle Quiz, challenging students to
name all 197 of the countries in the world in less than 15
minutes - they succeed with 40 seconds to spare! Crafty
Bees Club made paper pumpkin Halloween decorations
on Wednesday and our Disney Club’s most recent
meeting included a Kahoot Quiz of guessing the Disney
songs and rounds of Disney celebrity heads.

Other groups of students across the school have
adopted their own project-based investigations into real
world needs. Subsequently, they have written to me
requesting a forum or event to raise money to support
the change or need they have investigated. This
initiative has resulted in a student led fundraising Friday
afternoon on Friday 11th November. Students have been
making handmade items, such as bookmarks, origami
animals, pompoms, and bracelets, that they will sell at
their stores for a gold coin. Money raised will then be
donated to their selected charities. Charities they have
nominated include the World Wildlife Fund, National
Homeless Collective, The Royal Children’s Hospital and
Team Seas. 

a spread of mixed ability students in every class (i.e.,
students working at the same level academically) 
a range of learning styles
social and emotional needs 
friendships 
a good mix of students from previous classes 
students who require extra support to access the
curriculum
other relevant individual needs. 

We could not be prouder of these students who are
actively directing and taking responsibility for their
learning, they have all spent time reflecting and planning
actions, and have accepted the responsibilities that
come with being a part of solving a problem or making a
change. Keep it up MPS students!

2023 CLASS PLACEMENTS

As I mentioned in a previous newsletter, plans for 2023
are well underway. Currently, our teachers are starting to
construct classes for next year. It is a long and arduous
process as teachers try very hard to get the right
balance. 
Students are placed by staff in class groupings best
suited to their learning needs. Many factors are
considered to create classes that are balanced and so
friendships alone are not the main factor.  These factors
include:

The process is about creating positive learning
communities across the school for everyone’s benefit. 
 Most teachers would have had conversations with
parents throughout the course of the year and are aware
of additional issues that need to be considered in
placing students in classes.  We do not take requests for
specific teachers. 

Next year, we will be welcoming several new families to
Mitcham Primary School, similarly fare welling some
lovely families.  If you know that your children will not be
returning in 2023, we request that you let the office know
as soon as possible, so that we can finalise our planning
for 2023.  



WORLD TEACHERS’ DAY – FRIDAY 28TH
OCTOBER

In recognition of Australia’s teachers and the resilience
they have demonstrated during challenging times, in
order to give Australian students, the best future
possible, we celebrated Australia’s World Teachers’ Day
today, on Friday 28 October. The education community
and MPS celebrated our teachers and showed
appreciation for the amazing work they do with a special
morning tea. The theme this year is “Hats off to
teachers”. 

PUPIL FREE DAY - MONDAY 31ST OCTOBER

Please remember this Monday is a Pupil Free Day.
Teachers will be using this day to work collaboratively on
curriculum planning documents for English and
Mathematics. 

GRADE 2 SLEEPOVER

In spite of the weather, the smiles could not be washed
off the students' faces yesterday and today. The
mainstream grade 2s embraced all challenges and
activities, and certainly showed off their moves at the
disco on Thursday. Friday saw them a little tired, but
spirits just as high, as they enjoyed their final day of
camp activities and a delicious barbeque lunch. I would
also like to thank the wonderful teachers who dedicated
their time planning and on the night/day itself. This was
a huge success and your efforts well and truly paid off. It
goes without saying, that both students and teachers will
sleep well tonight!
Keep an eye out on our socials over the week for some
pictures and videos of the grade 2 sleepover.

I hope all our families enjoy a restful long weekend! 

Erin 



CLASSROOM SNEAK PEEKS: CYCLE 3

This term has seen the Montessori grade 6 students presenting their 'Great Work'.  For the
Great Work, students choose a topic of personal interest to study for the year. 

 
They use their own time to complete the work, which includes aspects of History,

Geography, Art and Music.  This work is completed independently and the topics are varied
and personal to each student.  

 
So far we have watched cooking demonstrations,  learnt about biodiversity, explored the

history of the tank as well as delving into Ancient Civilizations.  The time, effort and
dedication the students have put towards their Great Work is to be commended.  

All Cycle 3 students have learned an inordinate amount from their peers and we have been
completely blown away with what has been produced.  

 
Below are some images from Conor’s artwork from his Ancient Civilizations Great Work. 

 
We are looking forward to watching, learning and sharing the remaining Great Work’s over

the coming weeks. 



SPECIALIST SPOTLIGHT: INDONESIAN

Our 3/4 students have been learning about traditional Indonesian foods
and celebrated by cooking up a storm during their in Indonesian classes

this week. 
Students chopped and fried their way to a delicious meal of nasi goreng.

 
Bagus! 



SPECIALIST SPOTLIGHT

Our senior students joined forces and so did our specialist team! The
students researched, designed and created their own batik cloth.



AROUND OUR GROUNDS



CLASSROOM COOKING

EXPLORING AREA



Eat. Sleep. Repeat. Except not so much sleep...

This week on Thursday and Friday, our mainstream grade 1 and 2 students
enjoyed a camp experience that was filled with many convivial activities and joy.

They kicked off the celebrations with a disco and pizza dinner. After that, the
grade 1s left and the grade 2 students independently set up their sleeping

quarters in the Makerspace and nestled into a movie. To link with term 3's Inquiry
topic; 'Toys: past and present' and to highlight the MPS school values - resilience
and kindness, they watched the movie Toy Story. They woke on Friday blinky eyed
and were met again with the well-rested grade 1 students for team building and

wellbeing activities, followed by a BBQ lunch and Mitcham Mates session with the
rest of the MPS school community.





SUSTAINABILITY

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/who-lives-in-hollows-yarran-dheran-with-ian-moodie-tickets-430722020157


https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/insects-yarran-dheran-with-ian-moodie-tickets-430724246817




https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/wildflowers-yarran-dheran-with-tony-slater-tickets-430727225727


MITCHKIDS

TERM 4 PREP TRANSITIONS 
 

Wednesday 2 November 12pm-1pm
Friday 18 November 9am-10am

Thursday 1 December 12pm-1pm
 

PARENT SESSION: Wednesday 23
November 7-8pm

ORIENTATION DAY: Tuesday 13
December 9am-10:30am



MORE MPS NEWSMPS BIRTHDAYS

Jaken 1/2A, Talia 1/2E, Oliver 1/2A, Avah
5/6A, Deng 1/2B, Ayden 3/4C, Henry 5/6A,
Amanda 5/6C, Xavier 5/6D, Anaisha 3/4D,
Aurora 1/2C, Jedd 1-3A, Mead 1-3B, Johnny

1-3B, Kaylee 1-3B, Yoad 1-3C, Mehardeep
5/6A, Shira 1/2A, Liana 1-3B.



OSHCLUB REPORT

WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING...

Happy Diwali!
We hope everyone is coping with this weather. 
The last two weeks we have been working on
exploring the Indian culture by eating Indian food,
celebrating the Indian festival Diwali and enjoying
working on the fireworks art and Rangoli sand art
creations depicting traditional Indian culture.
Cleaning up and distributing the unwanted
resources is a main focus during the term, with
OSHClub moving out at the end of the year. We
have heaps of books to go to new homes. They are
all in the boxes in the corridor of the OSH building.
Feel free to help yourselves.
We will be open on 31/10/22, Monday (Pupil Free
Day) from 7 am to 6:30 pm. 
Enjoy the extra-long weekend.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mindful Masters Club - Monday
Eco Warriors Club - Friday



MORE MPS NEWS



FROM THE COMMUNITY



promo code: MITCHAMPRIMARY 
 

With the promo code, the $5 off is only available online - we do
have a website you can order trees off! 

When a parent uses this code, they get $5 off their tree, as well as
$5 going as a donation to the school. 
































