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MAY 23   DISTRICT ATHLETICS 

MAY 23   SPECIAL FRIENDS DAY 

MAY 24   SCHOOL PHOTOS 

MAY 24   ROBOTICS BEGINS 

MAY 26   OPEN DAY: 10-11AM 

MAY 28   OPEN DAY: 10 - 1PM 

JUNE 3     GRADE 5/6 SPORT 

JUNE 6     5/6 CAMP DEPARTS 

JUNE 10   5/6 CAMP RETURNS 

JUNE 13   PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

JUNE 14   PUPIL FREE DAY 

JUNE 17   GRADE 5/6 SPORT 

JUNE 24   LAST DAY TERM 2 

JULY 11    FIRST DAY TERM 3 

JULY 21    PREP TOY MAKING 

JULY 25    PUPIL FREE DAY 

SEPT 16    LAST DAY TERM 3 

OCT 3       FIRST DAY TERM 4 

OCT 31     PUPIL FREE DAY 

DEC 20     PUPIL FREE DAY 

IN  THIS  IS SUE  
• FROM THE PRINCIPAL ’S DESK 

• SCHOOL FUNDRAISING UPDATE  

• CYCLE 2 EXPLORATIONS  

• PREP MOTHERS ’ DAY MORNING  

• GARDEN PARTY NEWS  

 … AND MORE 

MOTHERS DAY STALL 
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F R O M  T H E  P R I N C I PA L ’ S  D E S K  

MOTHERS’ DAY CELEBRATIONS 

Happy Mother’s Day to all the Mums in our school 
community for last Sunday! The Mother’s Day stall was 
held last week and was a great success. Thank you to 
Aysha and all the hard working parent’s involved, for 
all your efforts preparing and running the stall. It is  
always an exciting day for our students.  

On Monday our Prep students spent a fun-filled    
morning with the special people in their lives, offering 
them manicures and hand massages, reading books 
together, crafting, decorating cookies and playing 
games. We really hope our visitors enjoyed the               
morning as much as our Prep students! 

OPEN DAY - SATURDAY 28TH MAY 10AM - 1PM 

Coming up on the 28th May we are having a fun Open 
Day at MPS and we'd love to see you all there!  Our 
teachers  are  planning  a  huge amount of fun activities  
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for the day and we really hope that you will be able to 
join us and explore your children’s classrooms. We will 
also be running a Working Open Morning on Thursday 
25th May from 10.00 am  - 11.00 am. 

NEW ENROLMENTS 

Enrolments for Prep 2023 are now being accepted. 

We hosted a wonderfully successful Prospective Prep 
Parents Evening last Wednesday. It was lovely meeting 
families that will join us in 2023 when their children 
start Prep. We also ran our first Mitchkids Playgroup 
session for 2022 last Friday and were excited to meet 
lots of very enthusiastic little people.  

I am also really enjoying meeting many of the                     
Montessori families that will be joining us in 2023             
during my weekly Montessori tours. 

Our school is receiving many applications for both our 
Montessori and Mainstream programs, so if you have 
children already at Mitcham Primary School and a little 
one about to start Prep next year, please contact the 
office and enrol now. Or if you know of a friend whose 
child is at kindergarten, and is expecting them to start 
here in 2023, please let them know that enrolments 
are being taken now and if they would like a tour of 
the school to please contact the office. 

PUPIL FREE DAY – TUESDAY 14TH JUNE 

Within the new Victorian Government Schools                 
Agreement (VGSA) 2022, the Dept. of Education has 
granted teachers a Professional Practice Day as a pupil 
free day this term.  This is a one-off additional day for 
this term only.  On this day staff will spend time         
reviewing and adjusting our school’s Literacy Scope 
and Sequence. OSHClub will be available on this day 
for students needing supervision. 

We have the following three remaining school council 
approved curriculum / pupil free days for this year: 

• Monday 25th July  

• Monday 31st October 

• Tuesday 20th December 

2022 WHOLE SCHOOL NUMERACY PRIORITY 

One  of  our  key Annual Implementation Plan Priorities  
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for 2022 is to review and improve our teaching and 
learning of Mathematics; to support both those                 
students who need extra support and those who have 
thrived to continue to extend their learning. As a part 
of this commitment our teaching staff are enjoying 
working with very experienced and highly regarded 
Numeracy Consultant, Michael Ymer. On Wednesday 
we had the pleasure of a visit from Michael, he ran             
several sessions with different classes throughout the 
day which were observed by the teachers.  

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

On 10th May School Council approved Mitcham                     
Primary School’s confirmed budget for 2022. 

The changes to the Parent Payment Policy last year has 
meant a significant change to the way our school                      
prepares the schools budget.   

Each year Victorian Government Schools receive an 
allocation of funding from the Department of                         
Education. This funding covers the cost of our Teaching 
Staff, and also limited money to help cover the cost of 
Utilities and maintenance. All other funding is raised 
through Parent Payments and covers the cost of                       
everything else around the school, including classroom 
furniture, classroom supplies, additional repairs/
maintenance, and much more to allow us to run the 
outstanding educational programs we have and such a 
well resourced school. 

School  Council  would  like  to  thank  all of the families  
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that have already made Parent Contributions in 2022. 
Every dollar counts for our school, and if you haven't 
made a contribution and are in a position to do so, we 
would greatly appreciate it. Parent contributions can 
be made via Compass Course Confirmation.  

MPS GARDEN PARTY 

Thank you to our very passionate green thumb                   
teacher, Judith Siv, and to those families who attended 
last Saturday’s Garden Party, luckily the rain held off 
and we were able to weed and mulch several garden 
beds!  

FAREWELL 

Next Thursday we will be farewelling our much loved 
‘Miss Prim’ from the library for a little while. Catherine 
and her partner David will be welcoming their first 
child in a few weeks time. We wish Catherine and              
David a happy and smooth transition into parenthood! 
We will really miss you Miss Prim and will be very 
much looking forward to you bringing your little one in 
to visit us all. 

NAPLAN 2022 

This week our Year 3 and 5 students have been                  
participating in the National Assessment Program                   
Literacy and Numeracy. NAPLAN tests the sorts of skills 
that are essential for every child to progress through 
school and life, such as reading, writing, spelling,          
grammar and numeracy. It is important to remember 
that NAPLAN is not about passing or failing, but about 
assessing learning progress. This year, all tests have 
been completed online, except the Year 3 Writing, 
which was pen and paper. Everyday this week our               
students have come with a positive, growth mindset 
ready to do their Personal Best. 

• Tuesday 10 May - Yr 3 & Yr 5 Writing 

• Wednesday 11 May - Yr 3 & Yr 5 Reading 

• Thursday 12 May - Yr 3 & Yr 5 Conventions of 
Language 

• Tuesday 17 May - Yr 3 & Yr 5 Numeracy  

Erin Norman 

Principal 
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I hope everyone had a lovely Mother’s Day last weekend.   

 

Our School Council met Tuesday (9th of May at 7pm) this 

week. This was the first time the School Council met in 

person after two years of online meetings. It was so     

wonderful to see everyone at the meeting.  

 

We had a packed agenda for the meeting. This meeting 

was also our Annual General Meeting, where the Annual 

Report and the Mitcham Primary School 2022 Annual   

Implementation Plan was presented to the School       

Community. These are available on the school website 

under Our Policies: Key policies and Documents.  

 

Other items of interest tabled and discussed at the 

meeting included: 

− the School Open day on Saturday 28th of May 

− financial reports for the months of March and April, as 

well as budget confirmation  

− building and grounds work scheduled for the coming 

months  

− wish list of fund-raising activities . 

It was a good and productive meeting.  

 

We also finalised the school council vacancy position. 

Thank you to those parents who sent in an expression of 

interest for the School Council member vacancy.  

 

We are very thrilled to welcome Sam Ooi as our newest 

council member. Congratulations Sam! I look forward to 

meeting you in person at our next meeting, that will be 

held on the 21st of  June 2022 at 7:30 PM.  

 

As promised to you in my last update, it is my pleasure to 

introduce three of our school council members.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet Joel Curtis – Treasurer   

Joel is our Treasurer. He has been in the council for three 

years and we are very fortunate to have Joel as the Treas-

urer since he joined the council. By profession, he is an 

Accountant, no explanation is required to inform the skill-

set that Joel brings to the school community and to his 

role as the Treasurer. Joel has three beautiful children all 

attending Mitcham Primary School; Poppy (4-6B), Isla (4-

6A) and Wren (1-3B). I would like to share a fun fact about 

Joel. People who watch television game shows will be very 

interested to find out this. Many, many years ago, Joel 

won a car and the cash jackpot on Wheel of Fortune.  

Very cool! I love those game shows!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet Emma Bates – Teacher Grade 3/4B 

As many of you would know, Emma is one of our teachers 

and does not require huge introduction. She has been at 

Mitcham Primary School for six years and this year she is 

the class teacher for Grade 3/4B. This is her second year in 

the school council and represents the teachers in the 

School Council. She absolutely loves to read. Emma tells 

me ‘in any free time, I have left over I always read’. Did 

you know that she was born in the USA?  

She is currently renovating her house and planning to get 

married this year!  

How exciting! We wish you all the best with the wedding 

plans!  
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Meet Aysha Rowe – Fundraising lead  

This is Aysha’s first year with the School Council, but she 

is not new to our school community. Many parents 

would know her as she has been leading and actively 

involved in Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, and Xmas stalls 

for the last two years. She is now our fundraising lead 

too.  

She is the wonderful mum of Evander from Grade 3/4D.  

She is a commission portrait artist and a former mar-

keting and advertising manager. She has been involved 

in retail development, advertising, and marketing, as 

well as publicity throughout her career. In addition, she 

has worked in book selling and distribution, safety 

equipment supply, and bicycle wholesaling and retailing. 

She has also worked in body corporates and in various 

positions in two large cycling clubs. 

As you can see, she is a bit of a bicycle addict. She tells 

me that she owns TWO tandem bikes. If you do any cas-

ual or fun bike riding around the local bike trails proba-

bly would have seen or will see Aysha and her family 

around. 

Aysha MPS is very grateful that you are part of our 

school community!  

 

What an amazing wealth of experience to compliment 

your fundraising lead portfolio in the School Council.  

 

 
Fundraising update 

Our Mother’s Day stall was a great success last week, with lots 

of happy purchases made and hopefully gifted on Sunday. A 

huge thank you for the parent volunteers for helping run the 

stall. Without you, we could not have done it! We raised $529 

towards 2022 fundraising.  

This money along with Easter Raffle, has been earmarked for 

purchasing outdoor furniture in the new outdoor classroom to 

be installed behind the Tirana Street building. It is planned 

that students will help in choosing the furniture to make best 

use of this new teaching area. 

We have a Wishlist of fun fundraising activities planned for the 

year: 

Father’s Day stall in September. We would love to have more 

willing volunteers to help set up and run the stall.  

The school Disco is another event that is very popular, and we 

are planning to run this in 2022 after two years of inter-

ruptions due to COVID.  

We are also planning for a major event, most likely a movie 

night.  

These activities will be held in either Term 3 or 4, but of 

course planning needs to start soon.  

If you are interested in assisting with any of these activities, 

please reach out to our fundraising lead Aysha Rowe.  

For the disco or the movie night, there are many tasks you can 

get involved and help, whether it is handling ticket sales, or-

ganising refreshments/coffee/ice-cream vans, or designing 

fliers and tickets etc.  

If you can help in anyway, that would be great! 

Aysha can be contacted via email aysha.rowe@gmail.com or 

on mobile: 043 9197 999. 

Update on parent helper training 

Parents who would like to help in the school activities and 

have not managed to do the parent helper training yet or have 

missed on the last training session or are new to the school, 

we have made it easy for you. A recording of the Zoom session 

is available for you to do at your leisure. Please contact the 

office. 

It is always worthwhile completing the training and accompa-

nying paperwork, even if you work full time, as maybe you 

might just have time off to participate in one event or a school 

trip.  

You must also have a current Working With Children Check. 

 

Nasra Higgins  

President  

MPS School Council 
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DATE EVENT 

23 May Grandparents & Special Friends 

Day 

24 May School Photos 

26 May Working Open Day: 10am - 11am 

24 - 27 May World of Robotics (Limited           

Spaces) 

28 May Open Day: 10.00 am - 1.00 pm 

3 June Grade 5/6 Sport 

6 –10 June Grade 5/6 Camp 

13 June Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

14 June Student Free Day 

17 June Grade 5/6 Sport 

24 June Last Day Term 2 

11 July First Day Term 3 

21 July Prep ‘On The Move’ Toy Making 

25 July Student Free Day 

5 August 5/6 Interschool Sport: Netball & 

Teeball 

22 - 26 August Book Week 

5 September 5/6 Sport 

9 September District Athletics 

16 September Last Day Term 3 

3 October First Day Term 4 

31 October Student Free Day 

2 - 11 November 3-6 Swimming 

20 December Student Free Day 

I M P O R TA N T  DAT E S  
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MITCHKIDS! 
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MOTHERS’ DAY STALL 
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Our Mother’s Day stall was a great success last week, 
with lots of happy purchases made. A huge thank you 
for the parent volunteers for helping run the stall, 
without you it couldn’t be done. As a result, we made 
$529.00 towards fundraising for the year. This money 
along with Easter Raffle, has been earmarked for               
purchasing outdoor furniture in the new outdoor    
classroom to be installed next to the Maker Space 
building. It is planned that students will help in                        
deciding upon the furniture to make best use of this 
new teaching area. 

In September we celebrate Father’s Day and                               
traditionally host a fabulous Father’s Day stall. I will 
require more willing volunteers to help set up and run 
the stall. Other fundraising activities we will be looking 
to run later this year include the school disco and a 
major event, most likely a movie night. These will be 
held in either Term 3 or Term 4, but of course planning 
needs to start soon. If you are interested in helping out 
with either the Disco or a Movie Night, it would be 
great if you could let me know so I can organise a 
meeting and/or assign tasks. Any help is welcome, 
whether it is handling ticket sales, organising                         
refreshments/coffee and ice-cream vans, or designing 
fliers, tickets and so on. If you are able to help in any 
small way, please drop me an email at: 

aysha.rowe@gmail.com 

Also, if you haven’t managed to complete the parent 
helper training yet, please don’t despair. A recording of 
the Zoom session was made from earlier this year, so if 
you missed it or are new to the school, we can send 
that to you. It’s always worthwhile completing the 
course and accompanying paperwork, even if you work 
full time, as maybe you might just have time off to             
participate in one event or school trip.  

The recording can be accessed by clicking here.  Slides 
and the confidentiality agreement can be accessed 
here. After watching the presentation, please sign and 
return the confidentiality agreement, and provide your 
working with children's card and COVID-19                                   
Immunisation Certificate to: 

 mitcham.ps@education.vic.gov.au. 

Aysha Rowe: Fundraising Coordinator 
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C YC L E  2  E X P L O R AT I O N S  

13C have had a great start to Term 2! We reviewed our 
First Great Story of the Universe, just to remind                    
ourselves where we fit into the 13.6-billion-year                     
history of this cosmic voyage. 

Big questions came up about how many stars there are 
in the Universe, so we explored those big numbers 
with a lesson called ‘Salt Galaxy’. Every grain of salt 
represents one star in the universe! 

How many stars are in the universe? 

With about 150 billion galaxies in our universe, and an 
average of 150 billion stars in each galaxy, we realised, 
that is a LOT OF STARS and a lot of ZEROS! 

It was fun to also explore the power of zero! 

How many stars? How many zeros? 

22,500,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,0
00,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 

= twenty-two sextillion, five hundred quintillion 

Or 

22.5 x 1021 

Cycle 2 also enjoyed some autumn planting of broccoli, 
sage, lettuce, beetroot, and kale, finally launching the 
planting in our prepared Veggie Patch boxes near the 
STEM centre. We’re learning how plants grow,                  
watching plants grow from seed and seedling, and               
following their growth to maturity and of course,                 
harvest! The children will continue to water, feed and 
mulch the plants through the growing period. We’re 
looking forward to some great picking in a couple of 
months! 

We harvested multiple bunches of chard (silverbeet) 
from the garden behind the BER just before the                     
holidays. Such a great cut-and-come-again plant, we 
returned from holiday to find heaps of new growth and 
luscious new leaves ready for picking.  

We also have a large crop of sage, so if you use it in 
your kitchen, let us know and we’ll pick a bunch for 
you!  
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Never to be deterred, the Garden Party braved the 
cold and slightly damp conditions last Saturday,                    
tackling that enormous mound of mulch that had been 
waiting for us. We heaved spades and barrows,         
spreading mulch around as many garden beds as                       
possible in an effort to stave off the weeds and                      
beautify and neaten the gardens. We also managed to 
fill up some garden beds we found in the old garden 
shed and create a new garden area near the PAC, with 
plans to decorate with some select indigenous plants 
soon. 

Massive thanks and cheers to the amazing Garden             
Party crew! 

LAST MINUTE GARAGE SALE 

With not much preparation, a few of us threw together 
some enthusiasm to hold a last-minute Garage Sale 
(aka Garden Shed sale) to raise a few dollars for the 
Garden Party Project. We managed to raise $180.00 to 
purchase some plants for the Veggie Patch and some 
special select species to kick start our new ‘Koori               
Garden’! Some great plans in mind! Watch this space! 

My biggest thanks to Anthea, Natalie and Rachel (Cycle 
2 mums extraordinaire) for their unbridled energy last 
Friday afternoon at short notice.  

We made a few people happy with some bargains as 
well! 

Our grounds are always in need of some TLC so please 
consider lending an hour or so of your time to the            
Garden Party Project.  

Many hands make light work and more laughs as well! 

GARDEN PARTY #3 

Saturday 16 July, 2022 

(End of the first week of Term 3) 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER YOUR                         

INTEREST 

mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au
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P R E P  M OT H E R S ’  DAY  M O R N I N G  
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PURCHASE NEW UNIFORM HERE 

CANTEEN: LUNCH ORDER SERVICE  

Lunch Orders are available for Mitcham Primary 
School students each Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
through our external provider, Classroom Cuisine.  

The lunch order menu can be found in the later pages 
of this newsletter. 

To place an order (and view the menu) simply click the 
link below (a link is also available under the ‘Current 
Families tab on our school website) or visit: 

www.classroomcuisine.com.au 

LOGIN TO STORY BOX LIBRARY 

STORY BOX LIBRARY 

Don’t forget, as a member of the Mitcham Primary 
School Community, you get free access to Story Box 
Library! With Story Box Library, your child can watch 
and listen to their favourite stories, read aloud by 
fabulous storytellers, sportspeople, musicians,                     
comedians, and actors, from the comfort of your 
home. Story Box Library provides us with continually 
expanding content to inspire Prep to Year 6 students, 
alongside related ‘Classroom Ideas’ for each story 
linked to the current Australian Curriculum.  

Our login details are: 

Username: Mitcham Primary School  

Password: MPS 

Don’t forget, the Story Box Library App is now               
available on Apple and Android devices! 

PURCHASING NEW UNIFORM ITEMS 

If you a seeking to purchase brand new items of 

school uniform, please visit our uniform supplier, 

RHSports. Click the link below to view all available 

Mitcham Primary School Uniform items: 

M O R E  M P S  N E W S  
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PLACE AN ORDER HERE 

CHESS SUPERSTARS 

https://www.rhsports.com.au/product/school_wear/mitcham_ps
https://storyboxlibrary.com.au/login
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p2Jc1hpJxfc&feature=youtu.be
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SUSTAINABILITY UPATE 

This term many students have been concerned about 
the rubbish in the school playground. In Week 2, all 
children were encouraged to collect rubbish using 
buckets and tongs. The results were amazing! 

In just one week, they collected over 5.5kg of waste. 
Just imagine if this had travelled into our stormwater 
and oceans! 

The enthusiasm for collection continues… 

 
1/2 DIORAMAS  
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C YC L E  2 :  1 - 3 B  U P DAT E  
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The students in 13B have started Term 2 reconnecting to work and to each other. In the photos you can see 
some of the work the children enjoy doing together. Children are encouraged to choose work that they really 
want to do. They are collaborating and working cooperatively. Children are encouraged to be kind, inclusive and 
to help their classmates whenever they can. The Grade 3 students have started to write daily journals which are 
used to reflect on their choice of work. During teacher/student conference time we reflect on the work done, 
what needs more focus and how things are going socially, emotionally and work wise.  

mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/mitchamprimaryschool/










F R O M  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  

T (03) 9873 1551      |     E  mitcham.ps@education.vic.gov.au     |     W mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au     |    Follow Us:  

mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/mitchamprimaryschool/




FOSTER CARERS NEEDED 

If you have thought about foster care, please get in touch and ask the questions you have always wanted to. 

CALL: Key Assets 1800 932 237 or 1800 WE CARE   |   EMAIL: info@keyassets.org.au   |    WEB: canifoster.org.au or 

keyassets.org.au 

Interested families would receive a brochure, information and no pressure!   










