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F R O M T H E P R I N C I PA L ’ S D E S K
WELCOME BACK
Welcome back to Term 2! I hope that all of our families
enjoyed a restful and fun filled holiday break!
We move into Term 2 with the revision of many of the
COVIDSafe measures we have previously had in place,
including the masks no longer being mandatory in
school settings; students/staff who are close contacts
no longer needing to isolate, and Parents, carers and
other adult visitors (not performing work) are no
longer required to show evidence of two doses of
COVID-19 vaccine. We will continue to run air purifiers
in all classrooms and maintain an emphasis on hand
hygiene. Children will receive Rapid Antigen Tests for
the first four weeks of this term and are encouraged to
test twice a week. I hope that our community stays
We Shall Keep the Faith - written by Moina Mitchell
healthy and well during the winter months ahead.
Oh! You who sleep in Flanders' Fields
ANZAC DAY
Sleep sweet - to rise anew;
Thank you to our four wonderful school captains Olivia,
We caught the torch you threw,
Kasper, Ryan and Marlie, who joined me on Monday
morning for the Mitcham ANZAC Day Dawn Service, And holding high we kept
Olivia and Kasper had the great honour of reading The faith with those who died.
aloud the beautiful poem (below), written in response We cherish, too, the Poppy red
to the poem ‘In Flanders’ Field. Ryan and Marlie That grows on fields where valor led.
respectfully laid a wreath in remembrance on behalf of It seems to signal to the skies
all the Mitcham Primary School community.
That blood of heroes never dies.
But lends a lustre to the red
On the flower that blooms above the dead
In Flanders' fields.
And now the torch and Poppy red
Wear in honour of our dead.
Fear not that ye have died for naught:
We've learned the lesson that ye taught
In Flanders' fields.
Thank you also to Mrs Tara Buckle for preparing and
facilitating a very special ANZAC Day service for all our
students down at our own lone pine tree on Tuesday.
THE TERM AHEAD
There is so much for our students to look forward to
this term. Our preps will be hosting a special Prep
Mother’s Day morning on Monday 9th May.
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F R O M T H E P R I N C I PA L ’ S D E S K : C O N T I N U E D
More than 20 of our students will be competing in the
District Cross Country Competition on the 13th May.
On Tuesday 10th May at 7.00pm, prior to our
scheduled School Council Meeting, we will be holding
our Annual General Meeting, during this meeting we
will be formally presenting our 2022 Annual
Implementation Plan and 2021 Annual Report to the
School Community, both of these documents are also
currently available on our school website under our
Key Policies and Documents tab or via the following
link:

CONGRATULATIONS!
At our final assembly for Term 1, we celebrated three
of our students, Reha 1/2 D, Cung 5/6 A and Nehemiah
5/6 B, gaining Australian Citizenship. We gifted each of
them an Australian picture book in memento of the
occasion.

www.mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au/key-policies-documents
Our Grade 5/6 Students will head off to Camp Rumbug
on 6th June for a week. Camp Rumbug is an adventure
camp set in the majestic hills of South Gippsland.
We will be launching our Education Week fun with the
opportunity for our students to participate in “The
World of Robotics” program commencing on Friday
20th May. Education Week will include the return of
Grandparents’ Day and will culminate with a whole
school Open Day on Saturday 28th May. We would
love for our school community to attend on the 28th if
you are free, it has been so long since we have been
able to open our doors and it will be a wonderful
opportunity for you to see many of the changes and
improvements that have been made to the school
throughout the last two years, additionally prospective
families love speaking to existing parents and students
about the school.

5/6 DEBATING

Last Term, our mainstream 5/6 students participated in
debating sessions, learning the ins and outs of forming
and presenting in a structured argument. Pictured,
students put their newly learned skills to the test with
an adjudicator from the Debaters Association of
To all families who have been observing Ramadan, as it Victoria.
ends this weekend, I wish you Eid Mubarak.
Wishing all our families a terrific term ahead!

Erin Norman
Principal
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SCHOOL COUNCIL HAPPENINGS
WELCOME BACK TO TERM 2, 2022!

•

Nasra Higgins – Parent member (President)

I hope everyone had a lovely break during the school
holidays. For me, it went too quick!

•

Heba El-Hakim
President)

I also hope some of the parents and children were able
to attend the ANZAC day dawn service at Halliday Park.
It was a beautiful ceremony after a two-year gap due
to COVID-19 restrictions. Well done to the School
Leadership and the School Captains for their
contributions to the service.

•

Joel Curtis – Parent member (Treasurer)

•

Ford Zheng – Parent member (Leading OSH
Club representation)

•

Aysha Rowe – Parent member (Leading
Fundraising)

•

Max Sims – Parent member (Leading Building
and Grounds)

•

Eb Banful –Parent member

This year, School Council plan to include a section
called School Council Happenings in the school
newsletter. This will inform our school community of
achievements and upcoming activities decided at
School Council.
The School Council plays an important role in school
accountability and improvement processes. It is a
legally formed body that is given powers to set the key
directions to the school. This is a forum where parents
can be involved, contribute, and have input to ensure
that the educational opportunities for the children are
met.
The school councils have three main responsibilities:
•

Strategic planning – participating in the
development and monitoring of the school strategic
plan.

•

Finance – overseeing the development of the
school’s annual budget and ensuring proper records
are kept of the school’s financial operation

•

Policy development and review – developing,
reviewing, and updating policies that reflect the
education department and school’s values and
support the school’s broad direction outlined in the
strategic plan

–

Parent

member

(Vice

Stay tuned for the next newsletter where I will
provide a more detailed introduction to our School
Council members.
Very sadly we had to say goodbye to the Vice
President Heba El-Hakim as she has moved schools.
Heba has been an integral part of the Mitcham
Primary School Council over the past four years. On
behalf of the School Council, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank Heba for her contributions to
the School Council. Heba during her time, assisted
and supported in a variety of ways including
contributions to the school education subcommittee,
reviewing all our policy documents, and assisted and
supported with the big fundraising event in 2019 “the
Ninja Warrior” and many more. We wish Heba and
her family all the very best!
This also means that we have a vacancy in the School
Council. Erin sent out an expression of interest for the
position via Compass during the school break. If you
would like to be involved, I strongly encourage to
apply for the role.

The School Council 2022 consists of the following
members.

There was no meeting held in April due to school
holidays. Our next meeting will be on the 10th of May
at 7.00PM.

•

Erin Norman – Principal

FUNDRAISING UPDATE

•

Heather Wood – Assistant Principal

•

Michelle Shearn - Business Manager

•

Emma Bates – Teacher 3/4B

•

Judith Ryall – Teacher 4-6B

The first fundraising event for 2022 was the Easter
raffle. A huge thank you for all the parent helpers
who helped create over 150 prizes, and to students,
parents, caregivers, and friends who sold tickets and
donated Easter treats.
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SCHOOL COUNCIL HAPPENINGS: CONTINUED
There were lots of buzz on Friday’s prize drawing and
over $1,300 was raised to directly benefit MPS
students.

1/2 WRITING WONDERS

The next event on the calendar is the Mother’s Day
Stall, to be held on May 4th and 5th. This is often the
first opportunity children have, to go “shopping”
without parental input. This is also the opportunity for
the children to put their money handling skills and gift
selection in practice. It’s heart-warming to see how
much joy this brings as well as being educational (plus
gives a strenuous mental workout for the parents
taking the money!).
We would like MPS community parents to help. If you
can help in anyway, please check Compass for details.
In addition, if you do have suitable unused/new items
at home or work which you would like to donate
towards the school stalls, it would be very much
appreciated.
Plus, any chance to purchase suitable items at
wholesale costs are also welcome.
Please get in touch with Aysha via email on
aysha.rowe@gmail.com who is leading our fundraising
activities.
On behalf of the School Council, I would like to take
this opportunity to thank Aysha for all her efforts,
contributions, and dedication. It is a massive job! Well
done, Aysha!
Nasra Higgins
President, MPS School Council
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I M P O R TA N T D AT E S
DATE

EVENT

4 May

Prep/Foundation 2023
Information Evening: 6.00pm

5 May

After School Sewing Classes
Commence (Selected Students)

23 May

Grandparents & Special Friends
Day

1/2 NUMERACY LEGENDS
Last Term, Graed 1/2 students were busy practising
correct formation of numbers and had fun ‘building a
city’ with addition facts using unifix.

District Cross Country

24 May

School Photos

26 May

Working Open Day: 10am - 11am

24 - 27 May

World of Robotics (Limited
Spaces)

28 May

Open Day: 10.00 am - 1.00 pm

3 June

Grade 5/6 Sport

6 –10 June

Grade 5/6 Camp

13 June

Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday

14 June

Student Free Day

17 June

Grade 5/6 Sport

24 June

Last Day Term 2

11 July

First Day Term 3

21 July

Prep ‘On The Move’ Toy Making

5 August

5/6 Interschool Sport: Netball &
Teeball

22 - 26 August

Book Week

5 September

5/6 Sport

9 September

District Athletics

16 September

Last Day Term 3

3 October

First Day Term 4

2 - 11 November 3-6 Swimming
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WHOLE SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY
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MORE MPS NEWS
CANTEEN: LUNCH ORDER SERVICE

MPS GARDEN PARY
If you’re still interested in registering your time and
skills for the Garden Party Project, we’ll be looking at
Garden Party #2.

Lunch Orders are available for Mitcham Primary
School students each Monday, Wednesday and Friday
through our external provider, Classroom Cuisine.

I’d like to put another callout for interest in our
Building & Grounds subcommittee. Contact Judith
Sivasubramaniam
via
Compass,
or
email
mitcham.ps@education.vic.gov.au if you have any
questions.

REGISTER HERE

The lunch order menu can be found in the later pages
of this newsletter.
To place an order (and view the menu) simply click the

PURCHASING NEW UNIFORM ITEMS

PLACE AN ORDER HERE

If you a seeking to purchase brand new items of
school uniform, please visit our uniform supplier,
RHSports. Click the link below to view all available
Mitcham Primary School Uniform items:

PURCHASE NEW UNIFORM HERE
STORY BOX LIBRARY
Don’t forget, as a member of the Mitcham Primary
School Community, you get free access to Story Box
Library! With Story Box Library, your child can watch
and listen to their favourite stories, read aloud by
fabulous storytellers, sportspeople, musicians,
comedians, and actors, from the comfort of your
home. Story Box Library provides us with continually
expanding content to inspire Prep to Year 6 students,
alongside related ‘Classroom Ideas’ for each story
linked to the current Australian Curriculum.
Our login details are:
Username: Mitcham Primary School
ADVERTISING NOTE: The Department of
Education and
Training
and
Early
Childhood Development (DEECD) does not
endorse the products or services of any private
advertisers. No responsibility is accepted by
DEECD for accuracy of information.
T (03) 9873 1551

|

Password: MPS
Don’t forget, the Story Box Library App is now
available on Apple and Android devices!
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OSHCLUB NEWS
CLUB NEWS
Early this term we will conduct a meeting with OSHClub students to decide which clubs to run during the
term based on their interest.

BOOK OR ENROL AT OSHCLUB

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING
Hope you all had safe and relaxing break.
At OSHClub, this round of vacation care, we planned a
lot of fun activities for the students. We had daily
themes planned, and students loved making the
cardboard tubes butterflies, baskets for an Easter egg
hunt, 3D rainbows and much more.
Cooking activities were very popular most of the days.
Cooking French butterfly cookies, rainbow cupcakes,
lollipop cookies, granola bars, vanilla slices, bread and
butter pudding, and melting moments which we all ate
as a treat at the end of each day.
We had fun filled incursions and excursions ranging
from theatre workshops, archery, Inflatable World, to
Chesterfield Farm. We experienced just the right mix of
enjoyment and education. The children were
encouraged to give feedback and suggestions for
future planning.
We have had busy start of Term 2 welcoming few new
families. Children have been working on a ‘Welcome to
Term 2’ poster along with enjoying the weather while
playing outdoors.
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
At the end of the vacation care period, we were sorry
to see Sabrina go and wished her good luck for her
future.
We are pleased to welcome Anshu as our new
educator who has been with the company for almost
three years and is very keen share her knowledge and
work on creating recycling projects.
COORDINATOR CORNER
A message from Jagruti...
Welcome to Term 2! Don’t forget to book in your child/
ren for Before School Care and After School Care. Don’t
forget, it’s free to pre-enrol your child, enabling you to
send your child to OSHClub on a whim if the need
arises.
T (03) 9873 1551
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OSHCLUB NEWS: CONTINUED
RECIPE TIME: SALTED CARAMEL VANILLA
SLICE
Recipe:
1/2 Cup Custard Powder
2 Sheets Frozen Puff Pastry, partially thawed
1 Cup Brown Sugar
3/4 Cup Cornflour
1/3 Cup Thickened Cream
200g Dark Chocolate, roughly chopped

5. Meanwhile, place chocolate and cream into a
bowl over a saucepan of simmering water,
taking care base of bowl does not touch
water. Stir until melted and smooth. Cool.
Pour over slice and leave to set. Cut into
QUALITY AREA REFLECTION
Quality Area 3: Physical Environment
CONTACT US
Enrol Now: www.oshclub.com.au

3 Cup Milk
40g Butter

OSHClub Program Phone: 0422 097 497

2 Eggs, Yolks lightly beaten
1/2 Tsp. Sea Salt Flakes
300g Salted Caramel Dessert Sauce
2 Tsp. Vanilla Extract
Method:
1. Preheat oven to 200°C. Grease and line a
22cm, square cake tin with baking paper.
Line 2 trays with baking paper.

OSHClub Head Office: 1300 395 735
Program times are from 7.00 am - 9.00 am and
2:30pm—6:30pm, bookings will be confirmed
during these times. Please notify the program if
your child will be absent if you are unable to cancel the booking online. A courtesy phone call,
voicemail or text will be highly appreciated and
allow our team to focus on the children in at-

2. Place 1 sheet of pastry onto a tray and cover with baking paper. Place a second tray
over for a weight. Bake for 10 minutes or
until golden. Transfer pastry to a wire rack.
Repeat with
remaining pastry.
3. Meanwhile, combine sugar, cornflour and
custard in a saucepan. Gradually whisk in
milk until smooth. Add sauce and butter.
Place over medium heat and whisk until
smooth and bring to the boil. Cook for 3
minutes, stirring until very thick. Remove
from heat. Stir in yolks,
vanilla and
salt. Cover surface with baking
paper to prevent a skin forming. Cool.
4. Trim both pastry pieces to fit snuggly into
the cake tin. Place one into base. Spoon
cooled
custard over, spreading evenly.
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FROM THE COMMUNITY
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